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Missouri River
History and adventure abound along and on the waters of the Mighty 
Mo’ – the Missouri River. Free-flowing sections and four reservoirs – Lake 
Oahe, Lake Sharpe, Lake Francis Case and Lewis & Clark Lake – are prime 
for fishing, boating and water recreation. From sailboats and houseboats 
to kayaks and canoes, there are many ways to play. Breathtaking views of 
the Missouri River, diverse landscapes, and tribal history and culture are 
showcased on the Native American Scenic Byway running north and south 
through central South Dakota. The route takes travelers through the lands 
of the Yankton, Crow Creek, Lower Brule, Cheyenne River and Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribes.

Badlands
Some describe it as “surreal” or “otherworldly,” but the Native Americans 
were the first to call it “mako sica” or “bad lands.” The striking Badlands 
landscape in southwestern South Dakota boasts a maze of buttes, 
canyons, pinnacles and spires. Skeletons of three-toed horses and saber-
toothed cats are among the many fossilized species found here. Wildlife 
abounds in the park’s 244,000 acres and can often be seen while hiking, 
camping and traveling the 39-mile Badlands Loop Scenic Byway. Stretch 
your legs along one of the many hiking trails and keep your eyes peeled 
for wildlife including buffalo, pronghorn antelope, mule deer, prairie dogs 
and numerous birds.

Mount Rushmore
If there’s one part of South Dakota that’s recognized across the world, 
it’s Mount Rushmore National Memorial. Surrounded by the beauty of 
the Black Hills, the iconic monument has earned the name “America’s 
Shrine of Democracy” for representing the birth, growth, development, 
and preservation of the United States. Visitors marvel at the masterwork 
created by Gutzon Borglum and a talented team of brave workers who 
transformed a Black Hills mountain into a carving that attracts nearly 3 
million people a year. Don’t miss the Native American heritage village, a 
cluster of three tipis designed to raise cultural awareness of the state’s first 
residents.

Crazy Horse
Located in the heart of the Black Hills of western South Dakota, Crazy Horse 
Memorial is the world’s largest mountain carving in progress. Korczak 
Ziolkowski began work on Crazy Horse Memorial in 1948. When completed, 
the depiction of the great Lakota warrior will be 641 feet long and 563 
feet high. Crazy Horse Memorial is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, 
with funding being provided by admission to the memorial and private 
donations. The purpose of the project is to protect and preserve the 
culture and living heritage of all North American Indians.  The on-site Indian 
Museum of North America and the Native American Educational & Cultural 
Center also provide educational and cultural programming.

Custer State Park
Few truly wild places remain in this country. Custer State Park is one of 
them. Located in the Black Hills of South Dakota, the park is home to a 
variety of wildlife and magnificent scenery spanning 71,000 acres. Nearly 
1,300 bison roam the prairies and hills of the park, which they share with 
pronghorn, big horn sheep, elk and curious burros. Custer State Park is 
also home to abundant adventure; camping, hiking, biking, swimming, 
fishing or relaxing, there’s something here for everyone. Hike through the 
park and see the soaring, slender granite rock formations known as the 
Needles, or cruise the 14 miles of scenic views on Needles Highway among 
forests, meadows, mountains and Sylvan Lake.

https://www.travelsouthdakota.com/explore-with-us/great-8/missouri-river
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